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And remember that Paine saw this front France, When America
could have supported France whole-heartedly and perhaps changed
the future bloody history of Europe, Paine saw America, under the
Federalists, betray France and abandon her. It would have taken a
Paine as objective as the man he had horn a decade before to sep-
arate Washington from the men around him; and Paine was not the
same man he had been once, Moreover when, during his long im-
prisonment, Paine appealed again and again for help to the country
he had once served, he was as often refused, and allowed to lan-
guish, fall sick, and join the list of victims for whom the guillotine
waited. This was actually the doing of Gouvernour Morris, an old
personal enemy of Paine, Washington was in no way involved, nor
is it likely that he knew the truth of Paine\s imprisonment; but
Paine, after all his suffering, coulcl not believe that Washington had
not deliberately deserted him.

Keep all of that in mind as you read Paine's letter to Washington*
Accept the clear and damning indictment of the Federalists, for that
was the old Paine, mourning the rise of reaction in a country he had
once fought for; but understand that when he sj*oaks of Washing-
ton, Tom Paine is an old and sickly man, who, abandoned by all,
turned on a great good man who was once 1m comrade.

TO GEORGE WASHINGTON,
PRESIDENT OK THIS UNITKl)  STATUS.
P&i$i September 20, 1795.
SIR,
I had written you a letter by Mr. Lctombc, French rnnjui!, but, at tibc
request of Mr. Monroe, I withdrew it, and the letter is still by me. I was
the more easily prevailed upon to do this, as it was then my intention to
have returned to America the1 latter end of tlw present year (J7Q5;) but
the illness I now suffer prevents me. In case 1 had come, I should have
applied to you for such parts of your official letters (and your private
ones, if you had chosen to give them) as contained any instructions or
directions either to Mr, Monroe, to Mr. Morris w to any other person,
respecting me; for after you were informed of my imprisonment to
France, it was incumbent on you to have marie some enquiry into the
cause, as you might very well conclude that I had not the opportunity of